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BOOK  Hatzfeldt goes on to suggest that Chamberlain is probably the
. XIII> . real obstacle.1 The Kaiser annotates that Salisbury is under the
1898-    thumb of "Brummagem Joe", and adds at the end:
Chamberlain has Salisbury completely in his pocket. Salisbury might
do business with us. Chamberlain not, rather would rob us without
parley. It is the easier for him to strengthen against us the noble Lord's
resistance because he knows how very pro-French Salisbury is at the
bottom of his heart.
These are the fantasies of ill-informed suspicion. What was at
the bottom of His Majesty's own heart?
For, a few days later, the Emperor took his header into thick
water. First he drew up a memorandum which was meant to be
methodical and searching, but shows him too well as a Machia-
velli manque. Seeking to measure his alternatives as between
England and Russia he succeeds in distorting both sides of the
case. In his communings with his own self, he cannot help
deceiving that self. His inmost mind is a convex mirror. What
could be more tragic? He decides against England on a hypothesis
of naval rivalry which none but himself could create; and chooses
Russia for purposes which he himself is destined to ruin.
THE KAISER'S SECRET MEMORANDUM
1,  Combination
The proposition arises from anxiety with respect to the consequences
of our Navy Law. In the beginning of next century Germany will dispose
of an armoured fleet which in conjunction with similarly enlarged fleets
will bring England into real danger. Hence the intention either to force
us into alliance or to annihilate us like Holland aforetime, ere we have
become strong enough.
2.  Combination
Were England bona fide, then the association would be excellent for
the future and our enormous trade2 secured. How long Russia and Gaul,
through dread of this combination, will maintain peace is always ques-
1 Yet on the very day before this   any difficulties which may arise be-
was written Baron Eckardstein said   tween the two countries an open dis-
in a letter to Chamberlain: "Count   cussion should take place and that
Hatzfeldt as well as Herr von Bulow   any   sort   of   pin-pricks   should   be
in Berlin were altogether extremely   avoided" (May 19).
pleased with your suggestion that in       2 "Kolosaaler Handel."